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If you’re looking to clear cache, Windows 10 has more than a single option. The different 
methods cover different types of cache available in your system. Ergo, it would be right for you 
to learn about these methods. 


What is a cache? How is clearing cache important? Can you boost your system’s performance? 
How can you clear cache on Windows 10? All the questions are answered below. This is a 
thorough guide to help you with Windows 10 Clear Cache requirements. 
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What Is A Cache On Windows 10? 


A cache in Windows helps the system run faster. There are different caches available. Some of 
these, like the BIOS cache, store essential information. It is not a good idea to mess with them 
as it can reset the settings of your system. 


Apart from storing small bits of essential information, the cache also works as a booster. It 
works as a memory booster to reduce the toll on the processor or RAM. There are different 
caches that store different data, but the purpose is the same. It helps with loading the data 
faster. 


For example, your web browser’s cache helps in revisiting the sites faster. That’s why the 
websites take slightly longer the first time. Whenever you visit the second time, it will load 
faster as some of the elements are in the cache for it to load. 


A cache eliminates the need for your system to search, download and process the data. As it 
already has the data, all it needs to do is process it. If you have a high-end system, these tweaks 
won’t be noticeable easily. But, in the long run, they do make a significant impact. 


A cache can be both hardware or software-oriented. But, it is not the same as the storage of 
your device because it doesn’t hold excessive data. It just helps your PC respond faster to 
requests you’ve made before. 


A lot of cached data might be temporary. You can delete most of the cached data whenever you 
want. Windows itself also clears out cached data for the day if they are not relevant for future 
use. Yet, it might be a good idea to know how to clear the cache on Windows by yourself. 


The Need To Clear The Cache On Windows 


Indeed, Windows takes care of most of the non-essential cache data, but not all. The data stored 
in the cache is temporary. You can always reload it by visiting the same websites, using the 
same apps, programs, or games. 


Yes, storing cache can help your system respond faster. These slight tweaks can be fantastic. 
But, excessive cache data can lead to a lot of problems. As mentioned earlier, if you have a 
high-end PC, you won’t notice most of this. 


Similarly, if you have a low-end PC, storing too much cache data can lead to problems. It can 
consume the storage space, and RAM to make unnecessary processes. In the long run, it will 
slow down your system. 


The excessive cache can also hinder the boot process and startups. It can interfere with other 
programs or tasks. If the cache remains stored for a longer time, it could prevent newer cache 
data. Thus, the conflict in data can lead to system errors, even BSOD (Blue Screen Of Death). 


See also 9 Fixes For Windows Installer Service Could Not Be Accessed 


Many other issues can also branch out from storing cache for the long term. It is especially true 
for cache that is not in use too much. Your system files may undergo corruption. In short, 
storing cache data for too long can result in a performance decline. 


Hence, it is a good idea for users to clear cache once in a while, if not regularly. Weekly 
clearing cache is a wise decision. 


Solutions To Clear Cache In Windows 10 


e Clear Temporary Files 

e The Disk Cleanup Tool 

e Cleaning Windows Store Cache 

e Clear Browser Cache 

e Clear Cache For File Explorer 

e Clear System Restore Cache 

e Clear DNS Cache 

e Clear Location Cache In Windows 10 
e Prefetch Files Cache In Windows 10 
e Use A Third-Party Tool 


How To Clear Cache In Windows 10 


Now that you understand the importance of clearing the cache, there’s no reason to delay. 
Remember that there are different kinds of caches in the Windows Operating System. Thus, 
you will have to clear these one at a time, manually. 


1. Clear Temporary Files 


Temporary Files get stored almost regularly in the cache. Some get deleted, but a lot of them 
linger around. Many tech experts also give you this clear cache as a hack to boost your system. 


There are two ways for you to clear temporary files from your system. 


e Visit the File Directory — C:\Users\Admin\AppData\Local\Temp. This is where you will find all 
the temporary files to delete them. Remember, the disk drive name will change (From C to D, 
or anything) if you have Operating System in a different drive. You can select all these 
temporary files and delete them. 


e You can also use the Windows + R key to launch the RUN tool. Type ‘%temp%’ and click on OK. 
This will also launch the temp folder that contains these files. You can go ahead and delete 


these. 
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Apart from the two methods, you can also use Windows Settings. It will clear the System 
Cache with the temporary files: 


e Goto the Start Button (Windows Logo) and right-click on it. You will open a settings menu. 
Click on System. 


Apps and Features 


Mobility Center 


Power Options 


Event Viewer 

System 

Device Manager 
Network Connections 
Disk Management 
Computer Management 
Windows PowerShell 


Windows PowerShell (Admin) 


Task Manager 
Settings 

File Explorer 
Search 


Run 


Shut down or sign out 


Desktop 


e Click on the ‘Storage’ option in the left panel. 
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e Once you open it, there will be a ‘Storage Sense’ option. Toggle it On. You can also click on 
‘Configure Storage Sense Or Run It Now.’ This will give you access to settings for Storage Sense 
and you can clean the files immediately. 


Storage 


Storage Sense can automatically free up space by getting rid of files 
you don't need, like temporary files and content in your recycle bin. 
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Windows (C:) - 237 GB 
| 


64.1 GB used 173 GB free 
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e Scroll down and you will find a ‘Clean Now’ option. Click on it to let the tool start scanning your 
hard drive and system. It will soon give you all the information on the files. You can select the 
ones you want to delete then. 


Q Configure Storage Sense or run it now 
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Locally available cloud content 


Storage Sense can free up space by removing unused cloud-backed content from your device. 
Content flagged as “Always keep on this device" will not be affected. 


Click here for more information 


OneDrive 
Content will become online-only if not opened for more than: 


Free up space now 


If you're low on space, we can try to clean up files now using the settings on this page. 


Clean now 
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Make sure to understand the file you’re about to delete before clicking on the ‘Remove file 
option. 


2. The Disk Cleanup Tool 


Disk Cleanup is one of the best tools for storage and memory maintenance on your system. 
Windows 10 has significantly improved the Disk Cleanup tool. It will help you clear up the 
system cache and also delete unnecessary or unused files from your system. 


e Goto the Search Bar and type ‘Disk Cleanup.’ This will show you the result. Click on it to open 
it. 
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e Once you launch Disk Cleanup, you can select the drive partition you want to scan. You can 
select all, or do one by one. Remember, the scan will take time. 
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Downloaded Program Files are ActiveX controls and Java applets 
downloaded automatically from the Intemet when you view certain 
pages. They are temporarily stored in the Downloaded Program 
Files folder on your hard disk. 


@ Clean up system files View Files 


e Once you click OK, it will start scanning the drive. It won’t automatically clear all the files. After 
the scan, you will receive the list of files. You can go ahead and delete the ones you find 
unnecessary. 

e You can also use Disk Cleanup for system cache files. Click on ‘Clean up System files.’ This will 
launch a system cache scan and clean up. You will have to click OK and clear all the files 


detected. 
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3. Cleaning Windows Store Cache 


Windows Store is a Microsoft App store for your computer. It allows you to search and 
download applications. But, it will also create temporary files to store data of the apps it has 
downloaded. If you ever run into any Windows Store error, your Windows Store Cache might 
be the culprit. 


e Launch the RUN tool, again. Press Windows Key + R. 


& Run x 


FEJ] Type the name of a program, folder, document, or Internet 
resource, and Windows will open it for you. 


e Type ‘wsreset.exe’ and press enter or click OK. You might have to run as an administrator. You 
can also go to C:/Windows/System32 and find WSReset there. 


See also 4 Fixes For Error 0x80070005 Access Is Denied 
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e This will launch the Command Prompt. You don’t have to do anything, the process is in order. 
e Once Windows Store Cache gets removed, the command prompt will close. Windows Store 


will relaunch for you. 


4. Clear Browser Cache 


If you use your PC or Laptop to browse the internet a lot, it’s time for you to clear Browser 
Cache. It stores a lot of cached files and cookies. Each browser, from Google Chrome to Edge 
or Brave, does it. Of course, Brave eliminates advertisements, but the cache is important. 


You will have to follow similar steps to almost every web browser: 


e Open your Web Browser and go to the History (Usually, CTRL + H works to open the history). 


History 


Chrome history 


Tabs from other devices 


Clear browsing data [A 


e You will find the Clear Browsing Data option there. Once you click on it, it might ask you how 
much browsing data you want to clear. 

e You can select the entire time frame to clear browsing data. This will clear all the caches 
images, files, and other data. You can redownload and reload it later whenever you visit the 
website. 


Clear browsing data 


Basic Advanced 


Time range Last 24 hours 


Browsing history 
Clears history from all signed-in devices. Your Google Account may have 
other forms of browsing history at myactivity.google.com. 


Cookies and other site data 
Signs you out of most sites. You'll stay signed in to your Google Account so 
your synced data can be cleared. 


Cached images and files 
Frees up less than 153 MB. Some sites may load more slowly on your next 
visit. 


Cancel Clear data 
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To clear browsing data from this device only, while keeping it in your Google 
Account, sign out. 


e Once done, select the Clear Data button. This will clear your browser cache. 
e = Let it take its sweet time. 


This option is available for almost every web browser. If you are unsure about your web 
browser, you can go to the official support page to find it 


5. Clear Cache For File Explorer 


File Explorer is the best way to access all the cached files in your system. As you can see in 
most methods, you can access File Explorer to clear the specific cache. Apart from the 
temporary files, there are other kinds of cached data you can clear in File Explorer. 
Make sure to change the view settings to show hidden items before you begin. 
Here is a list of different types of caches you can clear in File Explorer: 
Windows Thumbnail Cache: 

e Goto C:/Users/Username/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Explorer. The username will 


get replaced with whatever name you have for the user. In the explorer folder, you can find 
files with ‘thumbcache’ name and delete them. 


Windows Icon Cache: 


e GoTo- C:/Users/Username/AppData/Local 
e There you will find the ‘IconCache.db’ file. You can delete it. 


e You can also go to the Thumbnail Cache’s option (Explorer) and find files with icon cache in the 


name to delete. 


Windows Update Cache: 


e Goto C:/Windows/SoftwareDistribution/Download and delete everything there. 


e Sometimes, there are also downloads that have already been installed. There is no need for 


you to have them anymore. You can clear the update cache here. 


See also How to Find Your RAM Speed, Type, and Size on Windows and Mac 


File Explorer History: 


While File Explorer is helping you clear other caches, don’t forget its cache. Yes, it also stores 


cache data and you can find it by: 


e Goto the View option. 
e Click on ‘Options’ in the ribbon. 


Bly E > | Windows (C:) 


Share View 


B [E Preview pane | Extra large icons [Æ] Large icons sls] Medium icons i - Group by 7 
H] Small icons EEE List [EE Details | TI Add columns + 
oe Ul petals pane == Tiles JE Content ki a ÉH Size all columns to fit 
Panes Layout Current view 
ee . a Perflogs 
$ Downloads E Program Files 
il ‘Documents || Program Files (x86) 
©) Pictures SWSetup 
B August B Users 
E August Work _| Windows File folder 
E Completed =| dism Text Document 


| Contentatia 
s Dropbox 
@ OneDrive 


E This PC 

P 3D Objects 
E Desktop 
=| Documents 
} Downloads 
d Music 

© Pictures 

[E Videos 

‘is Windows (C:) 


È Network 


e = It will open a window. 


Click on the ‘General’ tab. 
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Clear File Explorer history 
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e Click on Clear Button in Privacy Section 


6. Clear System Restore Cache 


Yes, even your System Restore Point has a cache file that stores data. Often, the restore point 
uses the maximum disk space possible for system protection. Hence, you can run out of disk 
space in the long run. If you’re running short on the disk space, delete the older restore points. 


e Goto the Search bar and type Restore. It will show you the ‘Create A Restore Point’ option. 
Click on it. 
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e Goto the System Protection Tab and find the system drive. Click on Configure Button. 


Computer Name Hardware Advanced System Protection Remote 


Ń Use system protection to undo unwanted system changes. 
p= 


System Restore 


You can undo system changes by reverting 
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e Click on Delete for the new window that pops up. 
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You will delete all the restore points. So, you can also manually select and delete each restore 
point cache in a Windows 10 computer. 


7. Clear DNS Cache 


Are you having trouble with the internet or browsing? It’s time to clear the cache. Most 
specifically, the DNS cache. 


e Run Command Prompt. Don’t forget to Run As Administrator. 
e Type: ‘ipconfig/flushdns.’ 


EA Command Prompt 


e Press Enter 
This will clear the DNS cache for you immediately. Nothing else needs to be done. 


8. Clear Location Cache In Windows 10 


Yes, there are cache files for Location Data in Windows 10, as well. Follow the steps: 


e Right-Click on the Start Button. 
e Find and click on Settings. 
e Onanew window, go to ‘Privacy’ settings. 
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Some desktop apps may still be able to determine your location when 
settings on this page are off. Find out why 
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If an app is using your location, you'll see this location in-use icon: © 


e Scroll down, you will see a clear option on the right panel. 
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9. Prefetch Files Cache In Windows 10 


The prefetch file in Windows 10 is responsible for memory management. It is the collection of 
the data of your system usage. The older data is irrelevant: 


e Right-click on the Windows Icon and launch RUN. 
e Type ‘prefetch’ this will open the folder for you. 


© Run x 


=] Type the name of a program, folder, document, or Internet 
resource, and Windows will open it for you. 


Opes x 


Cancel Browse... 


e You can select and delete all the files, or the older ones. 
10. Use A Third-Party Tool 


As you can see, there are many different types of cache. Some of these Windows Cache files 
are unnecessary files. It can be as simple as cached images and files for no reason. Thus, you 
can delete files manually, using disk cleanup. You might not want to use the command prompt 
all the time or open run. 


That’s where you can use some of the best third-party cleaning tools available. CCleaner and 
MiniTools have been some of the best in the market. They even have a free version. Though, 


you should always get trusted tools. You can use these to automate file cleaning. 


However, the Smart Cleaner in your Windows 10 Computer can also do the job. 


Frequently Asked Questions 
How Do | Clear My System Cache? 


There are different types of Cache in a Windows 10 computer. You will have to use the below 
methods 

Clear Temporary Files 

The Disk Cleanup Tool 

Cleaning Windows Store Cache 
Clear Browser Cache 

Clear Cache For File Explorer 

Clear System Restore Cache 

Clear DNS Cache 

Clear Location Cache In Windows 10 
Prefetch Files Cache In Windows 10 
Use A Third-Party Tool 


How Do | Clear My Cache And Cookies On Windows 10? 


Cache and Cookies of the Internet Explorer, Chrome, or any other unnecessary files can be 
removed by following the above-given guide. It covers everything for Windows Cache. 


